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New Fort Collins
Restaurant Opens
with a Big Heart

By Kathy Bauer, Mantooth Staff
.................

Northern Colorado newcomer Todd Crossin’s
goal was to create a restaurant unlike any other in
town as well as introduce it to the community in
a unique way by holding his ‘soft opening’ as a
fundraiser for Project Self-Sufficiency. The
Rustic Oven, located in the Opera Galleria
downtown Fort Collins, is the culmination of
Todd’s extensive restaurant experience and a
dream come true. Having opened and managed
restaurants from Washington, DC to California
and everywhere in between, Todd’s vision was
an American Bistro with an Italian flare and the
October opening was a successful start.

The result: over $4300 was raised during
lunch and dinner on Friday, Oct. 5. Servers
donated their tips and all liquor sales went toward
benefiting Project Self Sufficiency, a United Way
agency that Todd felt a closeness to the moment it
was suggested to raise funds for the organization.

“My mom raised all four of us on her own,”
explains Todd, “and I wanted to give back to such
a worthy organization.”

Executive director Mary Carraher stated,

“On behalf of everyone associated with Project
Self-Sufficiency, I am delighted to accept this
generous donation of $4,330 from the Rustic
Oven. We are pleased to be selected for this
gift. It is very touching to know that the owner,
Todd Crisson, has experienced first-hand what it
is like to be a child in a single parent household.
He knows the challenges that single parents face
as they struggle to support their children on their
own. At Project Self-Sufficiency we understand
the importance of assisting single parents set
and reach career goals that result in living wage
employment. [ hope the community will continue
to support the Rustic Oven by enjoying their
wonderful cuisine as often as possible.”

The goal of Project Self-Sufficiency is to help
single parents realize their dreams for financial
independence. Their focus is on creating an
improved quality of life for parents and their
children. Ultimately, it is about contributing to the
workforce, positively impacting the economy and
realizing that change begins one person at a time.

To learn more, visit www.ps-s.org. Visit the
Rustic Oven at 123 North College in the Opera
Galleria 482-6500. www.therusticoven.com
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It is that time again: are your holiday plans in order?
Now is the time to make sure all your advertising and
promotional campaigns are in place. Perhaps this will
give you a few ideas...

B Schedule holiday advertising now: get a big calendar
or white board and write in dates and deadlines

B Choose items you will promote
B Make sure you use all your co-op funds if available

B Make sure all product and location photography
is done and ready

B Solidify your direct mail campaign
B Clean your mailing list
B Design and order postcards

B Coordinate dates with mailing house if you
are using one

B Not using a mailing service? Make sure you have
labels and postage ready to go

B Be prepared for gift certificate season by making sure
you have enough printed

B Counter cards, point-of-purchase promotions and
package inserts should be ready now to promote
gift certificates and other holiday tie-ins (like
cut-off dates for special orders, custom work and
shipping deadlines)

To our restaurateurs:

H Now is the time to book those holiday parties.
Contact all companies and individuals who you
served last year, the year before and even the year
before that. Call, send out notes, but get the
message of urgency out there.

B Still have openings? Promote with table tents
and handouts to guests when servers present the tab.

B Contact new businesses in town and introduce your
wonderful holiday party menu to them.

If you need help, don’t hesitate to call The Mantooth
Company for media buying and coordination, design,
postcards and package inserts. But please...don’t wait!
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Imagine having a 4-year-old who can’t swallow, Lily cannot walk, talk or eat on her own. Sarah must
who has to take eight medications per day and who feed Lily eight times per day using a syringe to inject
is disabled for life. And this could have been avoided a special formula into the tube inserted in Lily’s

if the child was tested at birth for the disorder and stomach. Lily must be given six medications daily
now is in need of a wheelchair-adaptive vehicle that maintain her muscle tone, brain activity and
to be transported to and from doctors’ glutaric acid level. The movement disorder
appointments and hospital visits. causes Lily to move involuntarily and
twist her arms and legs into awkward,
painful positions.

Meet four-year-old Fort Collins
resident Lily Rodrigues.

Mantooth coordinated the event and
is proud to be a partner in helping
to raise over $32,000 for Lily.

As a baby, Lily developed normally
and was healthy, except for
occasional bouts of vomiting. But a
week before her first birthday, she
became very ill and weak. Severe
vomiting left her dehydrated and Lily
was admitted to the hospital where she suffered

a seizure. The Lily Bug event was held Saturday, Oct. 27 at the
Sunset Event Center to raise funds for Sarah so she
may purchase the wheelchair-adaptive vehicle. Houska
Automotive was the main sponsor.

Currently, Sarah must pack Lily’s wheelchair
in and out of the trunk of her car and carefully
lift Lily every time she needs to be transported.

Initially, doctors thought Lily was a victim of Shaken
Baby Syndrome. Sarah, Lily’s mother, was even
interviewed by Colorado Child Protective Services.
To learn more about Lily and her disorder, visit
www.thelilyfoundation.org or e-mail Sarah at
sarah@thelilyfoundation.org. If you would like to
send a donation, please call The Mantooth Company
at 482-7644 and we’d be happy to assist.

But when Lily was transferred to Children’s Hospital
in Denver, she was diagnosed with Glutaric Aciduria
Type 1. The unbalance of enzymes and glutaric acid
in her system caused the seizure, which resulted in
brain damage.

J O U R N EY M AG AZI N E By Ashlee Anderson, Mantooth Staff

October was a busy month in the Journey world. The September/October issue was asked to be distributed
at many events in northern Colorado including the WomenGive Luncheon, MS Women’s Luncheon, CSU
Homecoming Parade, BIXPO (northern Colorado business exposition) and Girls’ Night Out.

Journey was also given to each woman who attended the Heart Center of the Rockies sponsored event,
Menopause and Beyond, Embracing the Vast Possibilities of Midlife, featuring Dr. Christiane Northrup,
author of two New York Times bestsellers.

We are proud that Journey, the women profiled and our advertisers are represented in so many various events
around town and to the many different women who attend those events. This is why we believe that Journey
is so successful: it truly reaches the local, everyday woman.

Currently, we’re working on the January/February issue which highlights women who create: creating
companies, products, collections and art. There are so many amazing women in Fort Collins and so many
wonderful, inspirational stories.

Look for the November/December issue due out the first week in November. This holiday issue my personal
favorite, with a fabulous cover, terrific stories about giving and receiving and all those yummy holiday
recipes. Visit www.journeyonline.info to find a complete list of distribution locations.




